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What You Will Leamn...

The world’s first civilizations developed in
Asia and Africa after people leamed how
to farm. These civilizations began in river
valleys, which were perfect places for
people to grow crops.

With the development of farming,
people no longer had to travel in search
of food. Instead, they could settle down in
one place. Eventually, people built the first
towns and cities and invented government,
writing, and the wheel. They also created
huge buildings and temples and produced
incredible works of art.

In the next two chapters, you will leam
about the early civilizations of Mesopotamia,
Egypt, and Kush.

Explore the Art

In this scene, the young King Tutankhamen
of Egypt stands with his wife at the entrance
to a temple. How does this scene show
some of the features of Egyptian dvilization?
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FOCUS ON WRITING /

A Letter Most elementary students have not read or heard
much about anclent Mesopotamia. As you read this chapter,
you can gather informat:on about that land. Then you can

4 | «. 7000 BC
write a letter to share some of what you have learned with a Agriculture
young child. ~ | first

develops in
Mesopotamia.

WorLD €. 3100 BC
EVENTS Menes becomes
the first pharaoh

of Egypt.
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€. 2350-2330 BC

Sargon of Akkad
conguers Mesopotamia
and forme the world's

€. 2300 BC
The Harappan

civilization nses
in the Indus Valley.

Wiatch the video 1o understand
the impact of 2 system of laws.
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%" What You Will Leamn. ..

In this chapter you will learn about the early
clvilizations of Mesopotamia and the Fertile
Crescent. This photo shows the partially
reconstructed remains of an anclent temple
in Mesopotamia.

Phoenicians
trade all
around the
Mediterranean.

c. 965 BC
Solomoen
becomes

king of
Israel.




Reading Social Studies by Kylene Beers

Soc
Economics Geography Politics Religion and 'I:ui.ltt:rl

Focus on Themes Chapter three introduces group of people—the Sumerians—and their great
you 1o & region in Southwest Asia called Mesopota- technological imventions. You will also read about
mia, the home of the world's first dvilzation. You will  other people who inaded Mesopotamia and brought
read about what made this area one whene dviliza- their own rubes of governing and politics to the anea.
tions could begin and grow. You will leam about one

Main Ideas in Social Studies

Focus on Rlldlng_ Hawe you ever set up a tent? If you have, you P——
know that ome pole provides structure and support for the whiole tent. A . Reud aph. Ack

L g . ; . the paragraph.
paragraph has a similar structure. One idea—the maln ldea—provides yoursslf, "What is this parsgeaph

support and structure for the whole paragraph. miostly about?”

Identifylng Main Ideas hMost paragraphs written about history in- :ﬂ:ﬁ: L';':lizm!;"ull:‘!‘“ and

clude a main idea that is stated clearly in a sentence. At other times, the % Aok ” . -
S 5 o r a yours=ell, Whal sesms

miain idea is suggested, not stated. Hovwever, that idea still shapes the 1o be the madt imgortant pont

paragraph’s content and the meaning of all of the facts and details in it the weriler is making aboul the
topic? Or ask, “1 the wriler
could say anly one thing about

Topic: The paragraph Lalks thiz paragraph, what would it
about peaple, jobs, and b This it the main idea of

Having people available to / structure, the paragraph.

work om different jobs meant +

that society could accomplish

mare. Large projects, such as Facts and Details:

constructing buildings and i

digging irrigation systems, o : mﬁpz?amed

required specialized workers, sbructure,

managers, and organization. # Lawes and governrment

To complete these projects, the provided this structure.

hesopotamians meeded structure =

and rules. Strecture and rules

could be provided by laws and \ Main Idea: Having peaple

government Pt

creation of laws and
gowernment.
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You Try It!

The passage below is from the chapter you are about to read. Read it
and them answer the guestions below.

Technical Advances

Ome of the Sumerians’ most important devel-
opments was the wheel. They were the first
people to build wheeled vehicles, including
carts and wagons. Using the wheel, Sume-
mians invented a device that spins clay as a
craftsperson shapes it into bowls. This device
is called a potter's wheel.

The plow was another important Swrme-
ran invention. Pulled by cxen, plows broke
through the hard soil of Sumer to prepare it
for planting. This technigue greatly increased
farm production. The Sumerans also invent-
ed a clock that used falling water to measure
tHme.

Sumertan adwvances improved daily life
in many ways. Sumerians built sewers under
clty streets. They learned to use bronze to
make stronger tools and weapons. They even
produced makeup and glass jeweelry.

%

Answer the following questions about finding main ideas.
1. Reread the first paragraph. What is its main idea?

2. What is the main idea of the third paragraph? Reread the second
paragraph. Is there a sentence that expresses the main idea of the
paragraph? What is that main idea? Write a sentence to express it.

3. Which of the following bbest expresses the main idea of the entire passage?
a. The wheel was an important

imvention.
b. The Swmerians invented many mﬁm&ﬂmﬁlﬂm

helpful devices.
\

Section 1

Fertile Crescent (. 55/
silt fp. 55/

irrigation [p. 55/
canals {p. 56

surplus (. 56)

division of labar [p. 58]

Section 2

rural fz. &0

urban {p. 60

city-state (p. 60)
Gilgamesh p. §1)
Sargon fp. 51)

ampire {g. £1)
palythaism (p. 52)
priests (o 63

social hierarchy (p. 53)

Section 3
cuneiform fo. 65/
pictographs (o 68/
scribe fp. B8
apics (p. &6
architacture fp. 58
ziggurat fp. 58/

Section 4

manarch (g 72)
Hammurabi's Code (. 73/
chariot fp. 74)
Webuchadnazzar fg. 75/
alphabet jp. 77

Academic Vocabulary

Sucoess in scheel is related 1o
msasing meadimmic vocabulan—
he words that are irequantly used
in school azsigamaents and disees-
alona, bn this chaptes, you will beam
he lollowing academbs weads:

role (p. 52
impact fp. &3/
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SECTION I

What You Will Leam...

1. The rivers of Southwest Asia
supported the growth of
civilization.

2 New farming technigues led

K to the growth of cities.

1

The vabeys of the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers were the site

-

k of the world’s first civilizations.

o

krrigation, p. 56
canals, p. 58

surplus, p. 56

diviglon of tabor, p. 55

R e

ket take nOtes on the
cause-and-effect relationship
between each river valley and the
civiszation that developed around

i Use a graphic organizer kke this
one to list causes and effects.

e ellec
=

[ ellec
b

e ellect
b

Geography of the
Fertile Crescent

If YOU were there...

You are a farmer in Southwest Asia about 6,000 years ago.

You live near a slow-maoving river, with many shallow lakes and
marshes. The river makes the land in the valley rich and fertile,
S0 you can grow wheat and dates. But in the spnng, raging floods
spill over the nverbanks, destroying your fields. In the hot
summers, you are often short of water.

How can you control the waters of the river?

BUILDING BACKGROUND In several parts of the world, bands of
hunter-gatherers began to sattle down in farming settlemants. They
domesticated plants and animals. Gradually their culturas became

more complax. Most early civilizations grew up along rivers, where
people learned to work together to control floads.

Rivers Support the Growth of Civilization

Early peoples settled where crops would grow. Crops usually grew
well near rivers, where water was available and regular floods
made the soil rich. One region in Southwest Asia was especially
well suited for farming. It lay between two rivers.




The Land Between the Rivers

The Tigrs and Euphrates rivers are the
most important physical features of the
region sometimes known as Mesopotamia
(mes-uh-puh-TAY-mee-uh). Mesopotamia
means "between the rivers” in Greek

As you can see on the map, the region
called Mesopotamia lies between Asia
Minor and the Persian Gulf. The region
is part of a larger area called the Fertile
Crescent, a large arc of rich, or fertile, farm-
land. The Fertile Crescent extends from the
Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea.

In ancient times, Mesopotamia was
actually made of two parts. Northern Mes-
opotamia was a plateau bordered on the
north and the east by mountains. South-
emn Mesopotamia was a flat plain. The
Tigris and Euphrates rivers flowed down
from the hills into this low-lying plain.

The sarly divilizations of
Mesopotamia depended
on the region’s two great

rivers—the Tigris and the
Euphrates. in this photo, two
men fish in the Euphrates
River in what is now Irag.

- Fartile Crascont

The Rise of Civilization
Hunter-gatherer groups first settled in
Mesopotamia more than 12,000 years ago.
Over time, these people learned how to
plant crops to grow their own food. Every
year, floods on the Tigns and Euphrates
rivers brought silt, a mixture of rich soil
and tiny rocks, to the land. The fertile silt
made the land ideal for farming.

The first farm settiements formed in
Mesopotamia as early as 7000 BC. Farm-
ers grew wheat, barley, and other types of
grain. Livestock, birds, and fish were also
good sources of food. Plentiful food led to
population growth, and villages formed.
Eventually, these early villages developed
into the world's first civilization.

ZTXTTET® summarizing What made

civilization possible in Mesopotamia?

... Ancient cosetine of

Parsian Gulf

GLOGRAPHY 3 e

L) SKILLS | INTERPRETING MAPS

| Mevement In what general dwection do the Tigns and
E g Eupheates rivers fltm on their way to the Persian Gulf?
N .' 'J ‘ 3 r 3 T g ’
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Irrigation and Civilization

Early farmers
faced the
challenge of
leaming how to
control the flow
of river water

to their fields in
both rainy and
dry seasons.

ﬂ
Pecple stil buid
@kes, or garthan
wals along rvers

or shorelines, to
hold back wates

o Early settlements in Mesopotamia were
located near rivers. Water was not controlled,

and flooding was a major problem,

Farming and Cities

Although Mesopotamia had fertile soil,
farming wasn’t easy there. The region
received little rain. This meant that the
water levels in the Tigris and Euphrates riv-
ers depended on how much rain fell in east-
em Asia Minor where the two rivers began.
When a greatamount of rain fell there, water
levels got very high. Flooding destroyed
crops, killed livestock, and washed away
homes. When water levels were too low,
crops dried up. Farmers knew they needed a
way to control the rivers’ flow.

Controlling Water

To solve their problems, Mesopotamians
used irrigation, a way of supplying water
to an area of land. To irrigate their land,
they dug out large storage basins to hold
water supplies. Then they dug canals,
human-made waterways, that connected
these basins to a network of ditches. These
ditches brought water to the fields. To
protect their fields from flooding, farmers
built up the banks of the Tigris and Euphra-
tes. These built-up banks held back flood-
waters even when river levels were high.

56 CHAPTER3

Food Surpluses

Irrigation increased the amount of food
farmers were able to grow. In fact, farmers
could produce a food surplus, or more than
they needed. Farmers also used irrigation
to water grazing areas for cattle and sheep.
As a result, Mesopotamians ate a variety of
foods. Fish, meat, wheat, barley, and dates
were plentiful.

Because irrigation made farmers more
productive, fewer people needed to farm.
Some people became free to do other jobs.
As a result, new occupations developed.
For the first time, people became crafters,
religious leaders, and government workers.
The type of arrangement in which each
worker specializes in a particular task or
job is called a division of labor.

Having people available to work on dif-
ferent jobs meant that society could accom-
plish more. Large projects, such as con-
structing buildings and digging irrigation
systems, required specialized workers, man-
agers, and organization. To complete these
projects, the Mesopotamians needed struc-
ture and rules. Structure and rules could be
provided by laws and govenment.



The Appearance of Cities

Over time, Mesopotamian settlements
grew in size and complexity. They gradu-
ally developed into cities between 4000
and 3000 BC.

Despite the growth of dties, society in
Mesopotamia was still based on agricul-
ture. Most people still worked in farming
jobs. However, cities were becoming impor-
tant places. People traded goods there, and
cities provided leaders with power bases.

Section 1 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People

1. a. Identify Where was Mesopotamia?
b. Explain How did the Fertile Crescent
get its name?
. Evaluate What was the most important factor
in making Mesopotamia’s farmland fertile?

2. a. Describe Why did farmers need to develop a
system to control their water supply?
b. Explain In what ways did a division of labor
contribute to the growth of Mesopotamian
civilization?
. Elaborate How might running large projects
prepare people for running a government?

o Food surpluses allowed some people to stop
farming and concentrate on other jobs, like

making day pots or tools,

They were the political, religious, cultural,
and economic centers of civilization.

Analyzing Why did the

Mesopatamians create irrigation systems?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Mesopotamia's
rich, fertile lands supported productive
farming, which led to the development
of cities. In Section 2 you will leam about
some of the first city builders.

g0 com
Onilne Quiz
Critical Thinking

3. ldentifying Cause and Effect Farmers who used
the rivers for irrigation were part of a cause-effect
duirLUseachanBteﬂ\isooetoshowmatd\ain

Water levels TMes npma

in rivers get | 4 ! [ l mans cm:r,
too low. many

4. Understanding Geography Make a list of the
words you might use to help young students
imagine the land and rivers. Then start to sketch
out a picture or map you could use on your poster.
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History and Geography

All of the world's earliest civilizations had some-
thing in common—they all arose in river valleys
that were perfect locations for farming. Three key .
factors made nver valleys good for farming. First, 3

the fields that bordered the rivers were flat, which Natural Highways River trawel allowed

: . early ciwlizations 1o trade goods and ideas. These v
made.lt easier Iorfm to plant crops. Second, people are raveling on the Euphrates River, one Il % o
the soils were nourished by flood deposits and of the two main riers of ancent Mescpatamia e "

silt, which made them very fertile. Finally, the river e ‘<%
provided the water farmers needed for irrigation.
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= I
. Gilt of the RIVer rier water was key to
‘ farming in early aviizations. This farmer is using
water from the Huang He (Yellow Rver) in Ching IS
ASIA 10 water her crops
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New Activities rood surphuses allowed people
l to pursue other activibes, bke crafts, art, and writing
| This the designer lives in the Indus Vailey
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SKILLS | INTERPRETING MAPS
1. Human-Environment lateraction Why dud
S s bl the first civilizations all develop in river valieys?
._.._*. = 2 Location \Where were the four eariiest rver
: o s s walley civilzatons located?
INDIAN OCEAN e

T, N T .
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What You Will Learn...

- Main kdeas

1. The Sumeriars crested
the waorlds first advanced
sOciety.

2 Aebgion played & major roe

in Sumerian society.
b

U
-~ The Big [dea

The Sumernana developed the
firat clvilizatson n Mesopotamia.

b

Key Terms and People
rural, p. 69

urban, g, 67

city-atate, o &9
Gilgamesh, g 671

Sargan, p. 6

empire, g 67

polytheizm, 5 82

priests, p. &3

sacial higrarchy, p &2

fe yau rest, uge
LIUISE chart Bke the ane

bl to take potes on the

Sumedian civilization.

[ali

A M
Rebgion
ooy

SECTION 2; Tl‘e Rise Of Sumer

If YOU were there...

ou are a crafter [iving in one of the oties of Sumer. Thick walls
surround and protect your city, so you feel safe from the armies of
other aty-states. But you and your neighbors are fearful of other
beings—the many gods and spirits that you believe are every-
where. They can bring iliness or sandstorms or bad luck.

How might you protect yourself from
gods and spirits?

BUILDING BACKGROUND As civilizations developed along rivars,
thair societies and govarnments bacama more advanced. Religion
became a main characteristic of these ancient culturas. Kings
claimad ta rule with the approval of tha gods, and ordinary pecpla
wore charms and parformad rituals to avoad bad luck. J

An Advanced Society

In southem Mesopotamia, a people known as the Sumerians
{soo-MER-pe-unz) developed the world’s first civilization. No one
knows where they came from or when they moved into the
region. However, by 3000 BC, several hundred thousand Sume-
rians had settled in Mesopotamia, ina land they called Sumer
{(500-mubhrl. There they created an advanced sodety.

The City-5tates of Sumer

Most people in Sumer were farmers. They lived mainly in rural,
or countryside, areas. The centers of Sumerian society, however,
were the urbam, or city, areas. The first cities in Sumer had about
10,000 residents. Ower time, the cities grew. Historans think
that by 2000 BC, some of Sumer's cities had more than 100,000
residents.

As a result, the basic political unit of Sumer combined the
two parts. This unit was called a city-state. A city-state consisted
of a dity and all the countryside around it. The amount of coun-
tryside controlled by each city-state depended on its military
strength. Stronger city-states controlled larger areas.
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Sargon’s Empire, c. 2330 BC .ﬂ"‘@%

—————

A D Empre of Sargen
DSumv

Anciers coastine
of Pargon GuH

1 0 Nden

BIOGRAPHY

Ruled 2334-2279 BC
Accordng Io legend, a gardener
found a baby floasng n a basiket
on a river and raised him as his
own Child. This baby later bacame
the Akkackan emperor Sargon As 3 young man,
Sargen served Ur-Zababa, the king of Kish Sargon
later rebwiled against the Sumerian ruler, ook over
Fvs city, and bult Akkad into 3 miktary power. He was
amorg the first miitary leaders 10 use sokjers
armed with bows and arrows. Sargon gained the
loyalty of his soldiers by eating with them every day

Modirerranean Ja
Sen )

| Rod
S

GROGR APWY
§ SKILLS | INTERPRETING MAPS
Location How far west did Sargon's empire streteh?

B

City-states in Sumer fought each other
to gain more farmland. As a result of these
conflicts, the city-states built up strong
armies. Sumerians also built strong, thick
walls around their dties for protection.

Individual city-states gained and lost
power over time. By 3500 BC, a city-state
known as Kish had become quite powerful.
Over the next 1,000 years, the city-states of
Uruk and Ur fought for dominance. One of
Uruk's kings, known as Gilgamesh, became
a legendary figure in Sumerian literature.

Rise of the Akkadian Empire

In time, another society developed along
the Tigris and Euphrates. It was created by
the Akkadians (uh-XAY-dee-uhns). They
lived just north of Sumer, but they were
not Sumerians. They even spoke a differ-
ent language than the Sumerians. In spite

v &
of their differences, however, the Akkadi-
ans and the Sumenans lived in peace for
many years.

That peace was broken in the 2300s BC
when Sargon sought to extend Akkadian
territory. He built a new capital, Akkad
(A-kad), on the Euphrates River, near what
is now the city of Baghdad. Sargon was the
first ruler to have a permanent army. He
used that army to launch a series of wars
against neighboring kingdoms.

Sargon’s soldiers defeated all the aty-
states of Sumer. They also conquered
northern  Mesopotamia, finally  bring-
ing the entire region under his rule. With
these conquests, Sargon established the
world's first empire, or land with different
territories and peoples under a single rule.
The Akkadian Empire stretched from the
Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea.
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V.

Sargon was emperor, or ruler of his
empire, for more than 50 years. However,
ACADEMIC ;
VocasuLary the empire lasted only a century after
role 2 partor his death. Later rulers could not keep the
function empire safe from invaders. Hostile tribes
from the east raided and captured Akkad.
A century of chaos followed.

Eventually, however, the Sumerian
city-state of Ur rebuilt its strength and con-
quered the rest of Mesopotamia. Political
stability was restored. The Sumerians once
again became the most powerful aviliza-
tion in the region.

Summarizing How did

Sargon build an empire?

flled with a maze of
houses and shops

~ The City-State of Ur -
&nmdh“:hﬂﬂdﬁlm
) o Aot apbp i orbnpen, o g

..’$ » & . »
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Religion Shapes Society
Religion was very important in Sumerian
society. In fact, it played a role in nearly
every aspect of public and private life. In
many ways, religion was the basis for all of
Sumerian society.

Sumerian Religion

The Sumerians practiced polytheism, the
worship of many gods. Among the gods
they worshipped were Enlil, the lord of the
air; Enki, god of wisdom; and Inanna, god-
dess of love and war. The sun and moon
were represented by the gods Utu and
Nanna. Each dty-state considered one god
to be its special protector.




The Sumerians believed that their gods
had enormous powers. Gods could bring
a good harvest or a disastrous flood. They
could bring illness, or they could bring
good health and wealth. The Sumerians
believed that success in every area of life
depended on pleasing the gods. Every
Sumerian had a duty to serve and to wor-
ship the gods.

Priests, people who performed religious
ceremonies, had great status in Sumer
People relied on them to help gain the
gods' favor. Priests interpreted the wishes
of the gods and made offerings to them.
These offerings were made in temples,
special buildings where priests performed
their religious ceremonies.

Insade the city's walls was
B ancther canal and a large
harbor, where fareigners

Sumerian Social Order

Because of their status, priests occupied a
high level in Sumer's social hierarchy, the
division of society by rank or class. In fact,
priests were just below kings. The kings of
Sumer claimed that they had been chosen
by the gods to rule.

Below the priests were Sumer’s skilled
craftspeople, merchants, and traders. Trade
had a great impact on Sumerian society.
Traders traveled to faraway places and
exchanged grain for gold, silver, copper,
lumber, and precious stones.

Below traders, farmers and laborers
made up the large working class. Slaves
were at the bottom of the sodal order.

Farmers grew

crops like wheat

and barley outside
the oty’s walls .

ACADEMIC
VOCABULARY

Impact effact,
rasuR

Canals connected
Ur to the nearby
Euphrates Rives
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Men and Women in Sumer

Sumerian men and women had different
roles. In general, men held political power
and made laws, while women took care
of the home and children. Education was
usually reserved for men, but some upper-
class women were educated as well.

Some educated women were priestesses
in Sumer's temples. Some priestesses helped
shape Sumerian culture. One, Enheduanna,
the daughter of Sargon, wrote hymns to

the goddess Inanna. She is the first known
female writer in history.

| READING CHECK Analyzing How did trade

affact Sumerian sociaety?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW In this section
you leamed about Sumerian city-states,
religion, and society. In Section 3, you will
read about the Sumenans’ achievements.

g0 hrw tom

Section 2 Assessment e
— SEYMOAD S5 HP3
Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People Critical Thinking
1. a. Recall What was the basic political 3. Summarizing In the right Characterissics | Notes |
unit of Sumer? column of your note-taking chart, |Ctes
b. Explain What steps did city-states take to write a summary sentence for o
protect themselves from their rivals? each of the four characternistics.  |Socmty
c. Elaborate How do you think Sargon's Then add a box at the bottom of 3
creation of an empire changed the history of the chart and write a sentence  Loummery Sentence

Mesopotamia? Defend your answer.

2. a. ldentify What is polytheism?
b. Draw Conclusions Why do you think
priests were so influential in andent Sumerian
society?
c. Elaborate Why would rulers benefit if they
claimed to be chosen by the gods?

summanzing the Sumernian civlization.

| Focus oN WRimNG //

4. Gathering Information about Sumer What
aspects of Sumerian society will you indude on
your poster? What important people, religious
beliefs, or sodal developments do you think the
students should learn?
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Sumerian
Achievements

1f YOU were there...

You are a student at a school for scribes in Sumer. Learning all the
symbols for writing is very hard. Your teacher assigns you lessons
to write on your clay tablet, but you can't help making mistakes.
Then you have to smooth cut the surface and try again. Still, being
a saribe can lead to important jobs for the king. You could make
your family proud.

Why would you want to he a seribe?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Sumerian society was advanced in
terms of religion and government organization. Tha Sumerians

| wera responsible for many other achievemants, which were passed

L down to later civilizations.

The Invention of Writing

The Sumerians made one of the greatest cultural advances in
history. They developed cuneiform (kyoo-Nig-uh-fohrm), the
world’s first system of writing. But Sumerians did not have pen-
cils, pens, or paper. Instead, they used sharp tools called styluses
to make wedge-shaped symbols on clay tablets.

SECTION 3 l

What You Will Leam...

1. The Sumerians invented the 1
world’s first writing system. \

2. Advances and inventions
changed Sumenan bves.

3. Many types of art developed
inSumer.

v,

]
" 5o lies S

The Sumerians made many
advances that helped their

society develop.
\ J

Key Terms
cunedorm, p. &5
pictographs, p. 68
scribe, p. 66
epics, p. 86
architecture, p. &5
2iggurat, p 68

E Create a chart like

o the one below. As you
read, list the achievements and
advances made by the Sumerian

civilization.




Earlier written communication had
used pictographs, or picture symbols. Each
pictograph represented an object, such
as a tree or an animal. But in cuneiform,
symbols could also represent syllables, or
basic parts of words. As a result, Sumerian
writers could combine symbols to express
more complex ideas such as “joy” or “pow-
erful.”

Sumerians first used cuneiform to keep
business records. A scribe, or writer, would
be hired to keep track of the items people
traded. Government officials and temples
also hired scribes to keep their records.
Becoming a scribe was a way to move up
in social class.

Sumerian students went to school to
learn to read and write. But, like today,
some students did not want to study. A
Sumerian story tells of a father who urged
his son to do his schoolwork:

66 CHAPTERS
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m

¥ 6o 10 school, stand before your'schoal-
fathes recite your assignment, open your
schoolbag, write your tablet . . After you have
finished your assignment and reported to your
monitor [teacher], come to me, and do not

wander about in the street.””

~Sumarion eisay quoted in History Bagvis o Sumier,
Lry Sarvese] Noah Kramee

In time, Sumerans put their writing
skills to new uses. They wrote works on
history, law, grammar, and math. They
also created works of literature. Sumerians
wrote stories, proverbs, and songs. They
wrote poems about the gods and about
military victories. Some of these were epics,
long poems that tell the stories of heroes.
Later, people used some of these poems to
create The Epic of Gilgamesh, the story of a

legendary Sumerian king.

Generalizing How was

cuneiform first used in Sumer?



Advances and Inventions

Writing was not the only great Sumerian
invention. These early people made many
other advances and discoveries.

Technical Advances

One of the Sumerians’ most important
developments was the wheel. They were
the first people to build wheeled vehicles,
including carts and wagons. Using the
wheel, Sumerians invented a device that
spins day as a craftsperson shapes it into
bowls. This device is called a potter’s wheel.

The plow was another important
Sumerian invention. Pulled by oxen, plows
broke through the hard clay soil of Sumer
to prepare it for planting. This technique
greatly increased farm production. The
Sumerians also invented a cdock that used
falling water to measure time.

Sumerian advances improved daily life
in many ways. Sumerians built sewers
under city streets. They learned to use bronze
to make stronger tools and weapons. They
even produced makeup and glass jewelry.

buses you see are al madern
versions of Sumerian wheelaed
vehicies. Wheelchars, becycles,
and in-line skates all depend on
wheels as well. Even modern air
travel owes a large debt to the
Sumerians. As impressive as jets
are, they could never get off the
ground without their wheels!

Do you realize how much the achievements of ancient
Sumer affect your life today—and every day? For instance,
try to Imagine iife without the wheel. How would you get

around? Lock at the streets outside. The cars, trucks, and

Math and Sciences

Another area in which Sumerians excelled
was math. In fact, they developed a math
system based on the number 60. Based on
this system, they divided a circle into 360
degrees. Dividing a year into 12 months—
a factor of 60—was another Sumerian idea.
Sumerians also calculated the areas of
rectangles and triangles.

Sumerian scholars studied scence, too.
They wrote long lists to record their study
of the natural world. These tablets included
the names of thousands of animals, plants,
and minerals.

The Sumerians also made advances in
medicine. They used ingredients from ani-
mals, plants, and minerals to produce heal-
ing drugs. Items used in these medicines
included milk, turtle shells, figs, and salt.
The Sumerians even catalogued their med-
ical knowledge, listing treatments accord-
ing to symptoms and body parts.

Categorizing What areas of
life weare improved by Sumerian inventions?

ANMYSIS
SKILL | ANALYZING INFORMATION
Generalizing '‘Why is the wheel so important to modem society?

T0BAY)

Like the Sume-
fans we uss a
basa-50 system
whan we Tal
aboct B0 seconds
n a mnute ang
G0 minutas mn

an hour
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: Sumerian Acﬁ?w_cements

The Arts of Sumer

The Sumerians’ skills in the fields of art,
metalwork, and architecture —the sci-
ence of building—are well known to us.
The ruins of great buildings and fine works
of art have provided us with wonderful
examples of the Sumerians’ creativity.

Architecture

Most Sumerian rulers lived in large palaces.
Other rich Sumerians had two-story homes
with as many as a dozen rooms. Most peo-
ple, however, lived in smaller, one-story
houses. These homes had six or seven
rooms arranged around a small courtyard.
Large and small houses stood side by side
along the narrow, unpaved streets of the
city. Bricks made of mud were the houses'
main building blocks.

City centers were dominated by their
temples, the largest and most impressive
buildings in Sumer. A ziggurat, a pyramid-
shaped temple tower, rose above each dty.
Outdoor staircases led to a platform and a
shrine at the top. Some architects added col-
umns to make the temples more attractive.

68 CHAPIER 3

The Arts

Sumerian sculptors produced many fine
works. Among them are the statues of gods
created for temples. Sumerian artists also
sculpted small objects out of ivory and
rare woods. Sumerian pottery is known
more for its quantity than quality. Pot-
ters turned out many items, but few were
works of beauty.

Jewelry was a popular item in Sumer.
The jewelers of the region made many
beautiful works out of imported gold,
silver, and gems. Earrings and other items
found in the region show that Sumerian
jewelers knew advanced methods for put-
ting gold pieces together.

Cylinder seals are perhaps Sumer's
most famous works of art. These small
objects were stone cylinders engraved
with designs. When rolled over clay, the
designs would leave behind their imprint.
Each seal left its own distinct imprint. As a
result, a person could show ownership of
a container by rolling a cylinder over the
container’s wet clay surface. People could
also use cylinder seals to "sign” documents
or to decorate other clay objects.



Some seals showed battie scenes. Others
displayed worship rituals. Some were highly
decorative, with hundreds of carefully cut
gems. They required great skill to make.

The Sumerians also enjoyed music.

provided entertainment in marketplaces
and homes.

LTI Drawing Inferences What

might historians learn from cylinder seals?

Kings and temples hired musicians to play
on special occasions. Sumerian musicians
played reed pipes, drums, tambourines,
and stringed instruments called lyres. Chil-
dren learned songs in school. People sang

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW The Sumerians
greatly enriched their society. Next you
will learn about the later peoples who

hymns to gods and kings. Music and dance lived in Mesopotamia.

- aline Quix
Section 3 Assessment
Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People Critical Thinking
1. a. Identify What is cuneiform? 4. ldentifying Effects In Advance/

b. Analyze Why do you think writing is one of a chart like this one, Achievement | Effect
history's most important cultural advances? identify the effect of

c. Elaborate What current leader would you each Sumerian advance

choose to write an epic about, and why? or achievement you

2. a. Recall What were two early uses of the wheel?
b. Explain Why do you think the invention of the
plow was so important to the Sumerians?

3. a. Describe What was the basic Sumerian building
material?

b. Make Inferences Why do you think cylinder
seals developed into works of art?

listed in your notes.

5. Evaluating Information Review the Sumerian

achievements you just read about. Then create
a list of Sumerian achievements for your letter.
Would this list replace some of the information
you collected in Section 27
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GUIDED READING

WoRD HELF
memacimg threatening
succor help

lempest S10dm
felled cut down

W Shamash, the sun-god,
suppaorie Gilgamezh.

Wirar bhurman emefion s8sms
EY What staps Humbaba in
Inls tracks?

€} Gilgemesh fries to speak
and act bravely, but ke i3 ter-

rified by Humbaba's evil glare.

T0  CHAPTER 3

from

The Epic of

translated by N. K. Sandars

About the Reading The Epic of Gilgamesh is the world’s oldest epic,
first recorded—carved on stone tablets—in abowt 2000 BC. The acheal
Gilgamesh, ruler of the city of Uruk, had lived aboet 700 years earfier.
Cheer time, stories about this legendary king had grown and changed.

In this story, Gilgamesh and his friend Enkidu seek to slay the monster
Hurbaba, keeper of a distant forest. In addition to his tremevdous size
and terrible appearance, Humbaba poessesses seven splendors, or powers,
ore of witich is fire. Gilgamesh hopes to claim these powers for himself.

Notice both the human qualities and the godly qualities
of Gilgamash.

Humbaba came from his strong howse of cedar. He nodded his head
and shook it, menacing Gilgamesh; and on him he fastened his eye,
the eve of death. Then Gilgamesh called to Shamash and his tears
were lowing, YO glorious Shamash, [ have followed the road you
commanded but now if vou send no succor how shall 1 escape®™ 1]
Glorious Shamash heard his prayer and he summoned the great wind,
the north wind, the whirlwind, the storm and the icy wind, the tem-
pest and the scorching wind; they came like dragons, like a scorching
fire, like a serpent that freezes the heart, a destroying flood and the
lightning's fork. The eight winds rose wp against Humbaba, they beat
against his eyes; he was gripped, unable to go forwand or back. €
Gilgamesh shouted, "By the life of Ninsun my mother and divine
Lugulbanda my father . . . my weak arms and my small weapons [ have
brought to this Land against yvou, and now [ will enter your house.” [ 3]
5o he felled the first cedar and they cut the branches and laid them
at the foot of the mountain. At the first stroke Huombaba blazed out,
but still they advanced. They felled seven cedars and cut and bound
the branches and laid them at the foot of the mountain, and seven
times Humbaba loosed his glory on them. As the seventh blaze died
out they reached his lair. He slapped his thigh in scom. He approached
like a noble wild bull roped on the mountain, a warrior whose elbows



were bound together. The tears started to his eyes and he was pale,
“Gilgamesh, let me speak. I have never known a mother, no, nor a
father who reared me. [ was born of the mountain, he reared me, and
Enlil made me the keeper of this forest. Let me go free, Gilgamesh, and
I will be your servant, you shall be my lord; all the trees of the forest
that I tended on the mountain shall be yours. I will cut them down
and build you a palace.” ... @

Enkidu said, “Do not listen, Gilgamesh: this Humbaba must die.
Kill Humbaba first and his servants after.” But Gilgamesh said, "If we
touch him the blaze and the glory of light will be put out in confusion,
the glory and glamour will vanish, its rays will be quenched.” Enkidu
said to Gilgamesh, “Not so, my friend. First entrap the bird, and where
shall the chicks run then? Afterwards we can search out the glory and
the glamour, when the chicks run distracted through the grass.”

Gilgamesh listened to the word of his companion, he took the
ax in his hand, he drew the sword from his belt, and he struck
Humbaba with a thrust of the sword to the neck, and Enkidu
his comrade struck the second blow. At the
third blow Humbaba fell. Then there followed
confusion for this was the guardian of the for-
est whom they had felled to the ground . . .

When he saw the head of Humbaba, Enlil
raged at them. “Why did you do this thing?
From henceforth may the fire be on your faces,
may it eat the bread that you eat, may it drink
where you drink." Then Enlil took again the
blaze and the seven splendors that had been
Humbaba's: he gave the first to the river, and
he gave to the lion, to the stone of execration,
to the mountain . . . @

O Gilgamesh, king and conqueror of the
dreadful blaze; wild bull who plunders the
mountain, who crosses the sea, glory to him.

.......

CONNECTING LITERATURE TO HISTORY

1. Analyzing In Sumerian culture, the gods’
powers were thought to be enormous.
According to this story, what roles do gods
play in people’s lives?

2. Making Inferences Violence was
common in Sumerian society. How does
the character of Gilgamesh suggest that
Sumerian society could be violent?

| GUIDED READING |

WORD HELP
execration a cursing
plunders 1akes by force

© The angry sir-god Enli
curses the heroes for slaying
Humbaba. He takes back the
monstes's powers and gives
them to other creatures and
elements of nature,

In your opinfon, is Gilgamesh
mrove or less heroic for slaying
Humbaba and angering EnNi?
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What You Will Learn...

~ Main ldeas

1. The Babylonians congquersd
Mezopotamis and created a
code of Law.

2 knvassons of Mesopotamia
changed the region’s culture,

3. The Phoeniciens built a
trading society in the eastem
Mediterranean region.

v
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Key Terms and People
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If YOU were there...

ou are a noble in ancient Batwlon, an advisor to the great king
Hammurabi. One of your duties is to collect all the laws of the
kingdom. They will be carved on a tall block of black store and
placed in the temple. The king asks your opimion about the
punishments for certain crimes. For instance, should common
pecple be punished more harshiy than nobles?

How will you advise the king?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Many peoples invaded Mesopotamia

A series of kings conguered the lands between tha rivars. Each naw
culture inherited the aarlier achievements of the Sumerians. Some of
the latar invasions of the ragion also intreduced skills and ieas that
still influence civilization today, such as & wittan law code. _J

The Babylonians Conquer Mesopotamia

Although Ur rose to glory after the death of Sargon, repeated
foreign attacks drained its strength. By 2000 BC, Ur lay in ruins.
With Ur's power gone, several waves of invaders battled to gain
control of Mesopotamia.

The Rise of Babylon

Babylon was home to one such group. That city was located on
the Euphrates River near what is today Baghdad, Iraq. Babylon
had once been a Sumerian town. By 1800 BC, however, it was
home to a powerful government of its own. In 1792 BC, Ham-
murabi (ham-ub-RAHE-ce) became Babylons king. He would
become the city’s greatest monarch ( MAH-nark), a ruler of a king-
dom or emipire.



Hammurabi's Code
Hammurahi was a brilliant war leader. His
armies fought many battles to expand
his power. Eventually, he brought all of
Mesopotamia into his empire, called the
Babylomian Empire, after his capital.
Hammurabi's skills were not limited to
the battlefield, though. He was also an ahle
ruler who could govern a huge empire.
He oversaw many building and irriga-
tion projects and improved Babylon's tax
collection system to help pay for them.
He also brought much prosperity through
increased trade. Hammurabi, however, is
maost famous for his code of laws.
Hammurabi's Code was a set of 282 laws
that dealt with almost every part of daily
life. There were laws on everything from
trade, loans, and theft to marriage, injury,
and murder. It contained some ideas that

HISTORIC DOCUMENT
Hammurabi's Code

freed man, he shall pay one gold mina

man's slave, e shall pay one-half of its yvalue

The Babyionign rider Hammuralbi is creaited with putting fogather the
aarliast known written collsetian of laws. The code set down rules for both
crmina! and civl law;, and informed cibizens what was expectad of tham.

196. I a man put aut the eye of another man, his eye shall be put aut
197. i he break anather man's bone, his bore shall be broken.

198. It he put aut the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a

195, |t he put out the eye of a man's slave, or break the bone ol a

221 a physican heal the broken bone or diseased soft part of a
man, the patient shall pay the physician five shakets in money

222 |t he were a freed man he shall pay three shekels

223, 1f he were a clave his owner shall pay the physician taa shekels,
- HonmTamos. 1o Wt (Bl of Harwearabd, wanedaed Dy L W Kang

are still found in laws today. Specific crimes
brought specific penalties. However, social
class did matter. For instance, injuring a
richk man brought a greater penalty than
injuring a poor man.

Hammurabis Code was important
not only for how thorough it was, but
also because it was written down for all to
se. People all over the empire could read
exactly what was against the law.

Hammurabi mled for 42 years. During
his reign, Babylon became the maost impos-
tant city in Mesopotamia. However, after his
death, Babylomian power dedined. The kings
that followed faced imvasions from people
Hammurabi had conquered. Before long,
the Babylonian Empire came to an end.

Analyzing What was

Hammurabi's most imgartant accomplishmarnt?

ANALYZING PRI

WARY SOURCES -

citizens of that time?

Hizw do you think Hammurabl's code of laws affected
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Invasions of Mesopotamia
Several other civilizations also developed
in and around the Fertile Crescent. As their
armies battled each other for fertile land,
control of the region passed from one
empire to another.

The Hittites and Kassites

A people known as the Hittites built a strong
kingdom in Asia Minor, in what is today
Turkey. Their success came, in part, from
two key military advantages they had over
rivals. First, the Hittites were among the
first people to master ironworking. This
meant that they could make the stron-
gest weapons of the time. Second, the
Hittites skillifully used the chariot, a wheeled,
horse-drawn cart used in battle. The chan-
ots allowed Hittite soldiers to move quickly

GEOGRAPWY

i

BMnm Emple,

€. 650 BC

around a battlefield and fire arrows at their
enemy. Using these advantages, Hittite
forces captured Babylon around 1595 BC.

Hittite rule did not last long, however.
Soon after taking Babylon, the Hittite king
was killed by an assassin. The kingdom
plunged into chaos. The Kassites, a people
who lived north of Babylon, captured the
city and ruled for almost 4040 years.

The Assyrians

Later, in the 1200s BC, the Assyrians
(uh-Sik-ce-unz) from northem Mesopotamia
briefly gained control of Babylon. However,
their empire was soon overrun by invaders.
After this defeat, the Assyrians took about
300 years to recover their strength. Then,
starting about 900 BC, they began to con-
quer all of the Fertile Crescent. They even
took over parts of Asia Minor and Egypt.

SKILLS | INTERPRETING MAPS

Assynian Empire include?

Place \What region in the southwest did the




The key to the Assyrians’ success was
their strong army. Like the Hittites, the
Assyrians used iron weapons and chariots.
The army was very well organized, and
every soldier knew his role.

The Assyrians were fierce in battle,
Before attacking, they spread terror by
looting villages and burning crops. Anyone
who still dared to resist them was killed.

After conquering the Fertile Crescent,
the Assyrians ruled from Nineveh (NI-nuh-
vuh). They demanded heavy taxes from
across the empire. Areas that resisted these
demands were harshly punished.

Assyrian kings ruled their large empire
through local leaders. Each govemed a
small area, collected taxes, enforced laws,
and raised troops for the army. Roads were
built to link distant parts of the empire.
Messengers on horseback were sent to
deliver orders to faraway officials.

The Chaldeans

In 652 BC a series of wars broke out in the
Assyrian Empire over who should rule.

These wars greatly weakened the empire.

Sensing this weakness, the Chaldeans (kal-
DEF-unz), a group from the Syrian Desert,
led other peoples in an attack on the Assyr-
ians. In 612 BC, they destroyed Nineveh
and the Assyrian Empire.

In its place, the Chaldeans set up a new
empire of their own. Nebuchadnezzar
(neb-uh-kuhd-NEz-uhr), the most famous
Chaldean king, rebuilt Babylon into a
beautiful dty. According to legend, his
grand palace featured the famous Hanging
Gardens. Trees and flowers grew on its
terraces and roofs. From the ground the
gardens seemed to hang in the air

The Chaldeans admired Sumerian cul-
ture. They studied the Sumerian language
and built temples to Sumerian gods.

At the same time, Babylon became a
center for astronomy. Chaldeans charted
the positions of the stars and kept track of
economic, political, and weather events.
They also created a calendar and solved
complex problems of geometry.

| READING CHECK Sequencing Listin order

the peoples who ruled Mesopatamia.

The Assyrian Army

The Assyrian army was the
most powerful fighting force
the world had ever seen. It
was large and well organired,
and it featured iron weap-
ons, war chariots, and glant
war machines used to knock
down city walls,

What kinds of weapons con
you see in this carving?

MESOPOTAMIA AND THE FERTILE CRESCENT T5



ToaY

Hacause s0 many
cadar sraes hve
baan cut down in
Lebamca's forests
ower the years,
vary faw trees
remaen

The Phoenicians

At the western end of the Fertile Crescent,
along the Mediterranean Sea, was a land
known as Phoenida (fi-Nl-shuh). It was not
home to a great military power and was
often ruled by foreign governments. Never-
theless, the Phoenicians created a wealthy
trading sodety.

The Geography of Phoenicia
Today the nation of Lebanon occupies most
of what was once Phoenicia. Mountains
border the region to the north and east.
The western border is the Mediterranean.
Phoenicia had few resources. One thing
it did have, however, was cedar. Cedar trees
were prized for their timber, a valuable
trade itemn. But Phoenicia's overland trade
routes were blocked by mountains and
hostile neighbors. Phoenicans had to look
to the sea for a way to trade.

The Expansion of Trade

Motivated by a desire for trade, the people
of Phoenicia became expert sailors. They
built one of the world’s finest harbors at

T6 CHAPTER 3

the cty of Tyre. Fleets of fast Phoenidan
trading ships sailed to ports all around
the Mediterranean Sea. Traders traveled to
Egypt, Greece, Italy, Sicily, and Spain. They
even passed through the Strait of Gibraltar
to reach the Atlantic Ocean.

The Phoenidans founded several new
colonies along their trade routes. Carthage
{KAHR-thij), located on the northern coast
of Africa, was the most famous of these.
It later became one of the most powerful
cities on the Mediterranean.

Phoenicia grew wealthy from its trade.
Besides lumber, the Phoenicians traded
silverwork, ivory carvings, and slaves.
Beautiful glass objects also became valuable
trade items after crafters invented glass-
blowing—the art of heating and shaping
glass. In addition, the Phoenicians made
purple dye from a type of shellfish. They
then traded cloth dyed with this purple
color. Phoenician purple fabric was very
popular with rich people.

The rPhoenicians’ most important
achievement, however, wasn't a trade
good. To record their activities, Phoenidan
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SKILLS | lmunmnsrs '
Location Where was Phoenicia located?

traders developed one of the world’s first
alphabets. An alphabet is a set of letters
that can be combined to form words. This
development made writing much easier. It
had a major impact on the ancient world
and on our own. In fact, the alphabet
we use for the English language is based
on the Phoenidans’, as modified by later
cvilizations. Later civilizations, including
our own, benefited from the innovations
passed along by Phoenician traders.

ICZTITATTED Finding Main Ideas What

wera the main achievements of the Phoenicians?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Many differ-
ent peoples ruled in the Fertile Crescent
after the Sumerians. Some made impor-
tant contributions that are still valued
today. In the next chapter you will learn
about two remarkable civilizations that
developed along the Nile River.

B rhoenicia

® Phoenician coleny
E Area of Proenicien semiamenm
-+ Trade routs

Black Sea

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People

1. a. Identify Where was Babylon located?
b. Analyze What does Hammurabi's Code reveal about
Babylonian sodiety?

2. a. Describe What two advantages did Hittite soldiers
have over their opponents?
b. Rank Which empire discussed in this section do you
feel contributed the most to modern-day society? Why?

3. a. Identify For what trade goods were the Phoenidans
known? For what else were they known?
b. Analyze How did Phoenida grow wealthy?

Critical Thinking

4. Categorizing Use your note-taking
diagram with the names of the
empires. List at least one advance or
achievement made by each empire.

5. Gathering Information about Later Peoples Several
different peoples contributed to dvilization in the Fertile
Crescent after the Sumerians. Which ones, if any, will you
mention in your letter? What will you say?
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Social Studies Skills

. Critical Thinking Economics
Analysis

Interpreting Physical Maps

A piysical map is 2 map that shows the natural features and landscape,
ar tapograpiny, of an area. It shows the location and size of such features
as rivers and mountain ranges. Fhysical maps also often show an area's
alevation, or how high abowve sea level the land is. Topography and
ebevation often influence human activities. For example, people will
live where they can find water and defend themselves. Therefore, being
able to interpret a physical map can help you better understand how
the history of an area unfolded.

Learn the Skill

Follow these steps to interpret a physical map.

i) Read the map's title, distance scale, and legend.
These will provide hasic information about the
map's conternts.

) Mote the colors used to show elevation. Use

the legend to connect colors on the map to
elevations of specific places.

Measopotamia and the

€D Mote the shapes of the features, such as how | & p@ﬁmﬂéﬂfg

high a mountain range ks, how far it stretches,
and how long a rver is. Mobe where each
feature i in relation to others.

e =
.* . l
i U
L LY

@) Use information from the map to draw conclusions about the effect
of the reglon’s topography on settlement and economic activities.

Practice and Apply the Skill

Use the guldelines to answer these questions about the map above.
1. What is the elevation of the western half of the Arabian Peninsula?

2. Describe the topography of Mesopotamia. Why would settlement
have cocurred here before other places on the map?

3. What feature might have stopped invastons of Mesopotamia?

T8  cHAPTER 3



s d Chapter Review

Visual
Summary

the main ideas of the chapter.

Use the vissal surmmary below to help pou review

Reviewing Vocabulary,
Terms, and People
Usirrg your awn paper, complete the sentences below by

Comprehension and
Critical Thinking

SECTION 1 [Fuges 54-57)

providing the covrect tfevm for each blark.

1. Mesopotamian farmers built by
irdgate their flekds,

2. While city dwellers were urban, farmers lived in

ATEAS.

3. The people of Sumer practiced
the worship of many gods.

4. Instead of using pictographs, Sumerians devel-
oped a type of writing called

5. Horse-drawm
advantage during battle.

6. The Babylonian king
for his code of laws.

7. Another word for effect is

8. Sumerian society was organized in
which consisted of a city and the surrcunding
lands.

gave the Hittites an

is famous

9. . Describe Where was Mesopotamia, and what
does the name mean?
b. Analyze How did Mesopotamian irrigation
systemis allow civilizaton o develop?
. Elaborate Do vou think a division of labor
is necessary for civilization to develop? Why or
why not?

SECTION I (Pages 60-td)
10, a. Identify Who budlt the world's first empire,

and what did that empire include?

b. Analyze Politically, how was early Sumerian
society organized? How did that crganization
affiect soclety?

c. Elaborate Why did the Sumerians consider
it everyone’s responsibility to keep the gods

happy?
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SECTIOM 3 (Fages 65-65)

11. a. ldentify What was the Sumerian writing
system called, and why is it so significant?
b. Compare and Contrast What were two ways
in which Sumertan sochety was similar to our
society today? What woere tweo ways in which it
was different?
€. Evaluate Other than writing and the wheel,
which Sumerian invention do you think is most
important? Why?

SECTIOM & (Fages 72-77)

12. a. Describe What were two important develop-
ments of the Phoenicians?
b. Draw Conclusions Why do you think several
peoples banded together to fight the Assyrians?
€. Evaluate Do vou think Hammurabi was

more effective as a ruler or as a military leader?
Why?

Reviewing Themes

13. Science and Technology Which of the ancient
Sumerians' technological achievements do you
think has been most influential in history?
Why?

14. Politics Why do vou think Hammurabi is so
honored for his code of laws?

Reading Skills

Identifying Main ldeas For each passage, choose the
letter that correspovds to the main ideq sentence.

15. (A) Sumerians believed that their gods had
enormous powers. (B) Gods could bring a good
harvest or a disastrous flood. (C) They could

bring illness or they could bring good health
and wealth.

16. (A) The wheel was not the Sumerians’ only
great development. (B) They developed cunei-
form, the world's first system of writing. (C}
But Sumerians did not have pencils, pens, or
paper. () Instead, they used sharp reeds to
make wedge-shaped symbols on day tablets.

B0 CHAPTER 3

Using the Internet Emnu i i)

17. Activity: Looking at Writing The Sumerians
made one of the greatest cultural advances in
history by developing curneiform. This was the
world's first system of writing. Enter the activity
kevword and research the evolution of language
and its written forms. Look at one of the newest
methods of writing: text messaging. Then write a
paragraph explaining how and why writing was
developed and why it was important using text-
messaging abbreviations, words, and symbols.

Social Studies Skills

Interpreting Physical Maps Could you wse a physical
miap to answer the questions below? Far each gqeestion,
CIFLSWET WS OF W

18, Are there mountains or hills in a certaln reglon?

19, What languages do people speak in that region?
0. How many people live in the region?

11. What kinds of water features such as rivers or
lakes would you find there?

22. Writing Your Letter Use the motes you have
takem to create a plan for your letter. You might
want to start with a rough outline of two or three
miain points. For example, one of your main
points might be about the land of Mesopotamia.
Another might be about the achievernents of the
Sumerians.

After vou have a good plan in mind, you
can start to write your letter. As you write, think
about the young student who will be reading
the letter. What words will he or she under-
stand? How can yvou capture the student’s inter-
est and keep it? If you think it would help the
student to see a map or a drawing, create cne
and attach it to your letter.



DIRECTIONS: Read each guestion, and write the
letfer of the best response.

K} Use the map o answer the following
question.

CHAPTER 3ll Standardized Test Practice

The region known as Mesopotamia is
indicated on the map by the letter

AW
B
[+
Dz

EJ Al of the following ancient civilizations
developed in Mesopotamia excepl the
A Akkadians.
B Babylonians.
€ Epgyptians.
D Sumerians.

El Which of the following is nof true of the first
writing system?
A ltwas developed by the Babylonians.
B |t began with the use of pactures fo represent
syllables and objecis.
€ It was recorded on tablets made of clay.
D |twas first used to kesp business records.

E] In Sumerian society, people’s social class
or rank depended on their wealth and their

A appearance.
B religion.
C location.
D occupation.

B} Hammurabi's Code is important in world
history because it was an early

A form of writing that could be used to record
imporiant events.

B written Est of laws that confrolled people’s daily
life and behavior.

€ record-keeping system that enabled the
Phoenicians to become great traders.

D est of symbaols that allewed the Sumerians to
communicate with ofher peoples.

[ What was the most important contribution
of the Phoenicians to our civilization?
A purple dye
B ther alphabet
C foundng of Carthage
D ealding ships

Connecting with Past Learnings

In this chapter, you learned about agricul-
ture in Mesopotamia. During what period of
prehistory was agriculture first practiced?

A Megalithic Era
B Mesaolithic Era
C Paleolithic Era
O Meclithic Era
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CHAPTER 4‘ 4500 BC-AD 400

Ancient Egn
nel Kusin

SECTION 1
Geography and AncientEgypt ...........

SECTION 2

History Close-up Budding the Pyramids

SECTION 3

The Middie and New Kingdoms ........... 96
Biography Ramses the Great

SECTION 4

Egyptian Achievements.................. 102
History Close-up The Temple of Karnak

SECTION 5

History Close-up Rulers of Kush

FOCUS ON WRITING /

Riddles In this chapter you will read about the fascnat-
ing chilizations of ancent Egypt and Kush. In ancient times,
accordng 1o Jegend, a sphinx—an iImaginary creature ike
the one whose sculpture s found in Egypt—demanded the

answer 10 a riddle. People ded ¢ they couldn't answer the | €. 4500 BC
riddle correctly. Atter you read this chaptesr, you will write two ‘ Agricultural
riddles. The answer 10 ane of your riddles wil be “Egypt” The CHAPTER ’ §°m';'“""’°g
answer 10 your other nddle wil be “Kush’ EVENTS | S A
el ] ] c—
WORLD

EVENTS



# > video uﬁes
Wateh the video 1o under-
stand the impact of the
cnm-nl Egyptisn pyramids

g What You WIII Leam.. R

In this chapter you will learn about two great
civilizations that developed along the Nile
—% River—Egypt and Kush. This photo shows an
e ancient temple of Ramses I, one of Egypt's
most powerful rulers.

¢. 3100 BC €. 2300 BC

Menes unites Upper The kingdom of €. 1237 BC
and Lower Egypt, estab- | Kush sets up its Ramses the
lisheng the First Dynasty. | capital at Kerma.  Great dies.

€. 730-700 BC |c. AD 350
Kush conguers Egypt | Aksum

and establishesthe | destroys
25th Dynasty. Meroé.

¢. 1200 BC ¢. 1027 BC €. 500 BC
The Olmec form the The Chou Buddhism

first urban cavlization Dynasty begng begins to

inthe Americas. | i China. develop in India.

< 3500 BC
The Sumerians create
the world's first
writing system.

AD 330
Constantinople
becomes the
capital of the
Roman Empire.
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Reading Social Studies by Kylene Beers

Politics

Sodety Ui
Economics = Geography ‘ Religion Te logy

and Culture

Focus on Themes As you read this chapter, and then how Kush conquered and ruled Egypt You
you will learn about the ancient kingdoms of Egypt  will learn how the economies of these kingdoms,
and Kush. You will see that the geography of the based on trade, grew strong. Finally you will learn
areas helped these kingdoms to develop. You will about the importance of religion to the people of
also learn how Egypt conquered and ruled Kush both of these ancient societies.

Causes and Effects in History

Focus on Reading Have you heard the saying, “We have to un-
derstand the past to avoid repeating it*? That is one reason we look for
causes and effects in history.

Identifying Causes and Effects A cause is something that makes
another thing happen. An effect is the result of something else that
has happened. Most historical events have a number of causes as well
as a number of effects. You can understand history better if you look for
causes and effects of events.

1. Because the Egyptians hod captured and destroyed the city of Kerma,
the kings of Kush ruled from the city of Napata. (p. 109)

Sometimes writers use
) words that signal a cause
Effect s

or an effect. Here are some:
— Kings ruled
f ’N‘ Cause-reason, basis,
pata because, motivated, as
Effect-therefore, os 0
result, for tho! reason, 30

2. Piankhi fought the Egyptians because he belleved that the gods wanted
him to rufe all of Egypt. (p. 110)

Cause

Effect
Believed gods
Piankhi fought e 2
e Epmtiunis wanted him to

rule Egypt
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Key Terms
and People
You Try It! S

Section 1
The following selections are from the chapter youw are about to read. cataracts (o &5
As you read each, identify which phrase or sentence describes a cause delta (p. £7
and which describes an effect. Meries [p. 89/
pharach (o 89)
dynasty fp. £3)
Finding Causes and Effects Section 2
1. "During the mid-1000s BC the Mew King- Oid Kimgdom fo. 807
dom in Egypt was ending. As the power of Khutu fp. 97]
Egypt's pharachs declined, Kushite lead- niobles (p. 97)

ers regained control of Kush. Eush once
again became independent.” (p. 106

. "A series of inept pharachs left Egypt open

to attack” {p. 109

afterlite (g 82)
mummies jo. 53
elite (. 53)
pyramids (o 54

3. "The Assyrians' iron weapons were bet- engineering ip. 34/
ter than the Kushites' bronzm weap- Section 3
ons. Although the Kushites were skilled Middle Kingdam fo. %)
archers, they could not stop the invaders New Kingdam fp. 577
ip. 111) trade routes (o 45
4, "Iron ore and wood for furnaces were eas- x“" Hmp'mtt"lf' !;J;
ily awailable, so the {ron industry grew m“‘g feaLip.
quickly.” {p. 111) Section 4
L hieraglyphics fp. 102)
papyrus (g 102
Rosetta Stene (o0,
After you read the sentences, answer the following questions. m:i:xas o fﬂ:p‘l' ol
1. Inselection 1, is "Kush once again became independent™ the abelick fp. 104}
cause of the Egyptians growing weaker or the effect? King Tutankhamen (p. 106)
2. In selection 2, what left Egypt open to attack? Is that the cause of f::l::;jw
why Egypt was easily attacked or the effect? trade netwoek fg. 171}
3. In selection 3, whao is using the iron weapons, the Assyrians or the merchants fp. 111
Kushites? What was the effect of exports ::.u- m:
i weapons? imparts fg. 17
uiing the ones :::"!‘“'ifmt:;ﬂ“;l‘:::” Oueen Shanakhdakhets (o 173)
4. In selection 4, does the word 5o nhanml kep trach of thaa ——— King Ezana fp. 113)
signal a cause or an effect? affecis. .
S \ ) Academic Vocabulary
aeqguire fo. 87/
methad (g 83
contracts fo. 100/

Butharity (. 113
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SECTION

What You Will Leam...

- Main ldeas -

1. Egyptwas called the pift of
the Mile because the Nie
River gave Me to the desert

2 Civilization developed along
the Mile after people began
farmimg in this region.

3. Strong kinge unified all of
Egypt.

¥
- The Big |dea -

The water, fedile sode, and
protecied setting of the Mile
Walley allowed & great civilize-
thon to arise in Egypt anound
200 BC.

L

Key Terms and Peaple
cataracts, p 7

delta, p. 87

Menes, o 89

pharaah, @ 89

dynasty, p 85

1. M youresd, teke notes
i3 on characteristics of
the Mile River and the way it af-
fected Egypt. Wiite your notes in a
circle like this one.

The Hie

-~ T

Geography and

Ancient Egypt

If YOU were there...

Your family are farmers in the Nile Valley. Each year whien the
river's floodwaters spread rich soil on the land, you help your
father plant barley. When wou are not in the fields, you spin fing
linen thread from flax you have grown. Sometmes you and your
friends hunt birds in the tall grasses along the rverbanks.

Why do you like living in the Nile Valley?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Mesopatamia wes nat the anly place
whara an advanced civilization graw up along a graat river. The
niarrows valley of tha Nila Rivar in Egypt alsa providad fartile land that
drewy people ta live there. The cultura that developed in Egyptwas
more stable and long-lasting than those in Mesopatamia.

The Gift of the Nile

Geography playved a key role in the development of Egpyptian
civilization. The Mile River brought life to Egypt. The river was
50 important to people in this region that the Greek historian
Herodotus (hi-RAHD-du-tus) called Egypt the gift of the Mile.

Location and Physical Features
The Nile is the longest river in the world. It begins in central
Africa and runs 4,000 miles north to the Mediterranean Sea.
Egyptian dvilization developed along a 750-mile stretch of
thie Mile in northern Africa.

Ancient Egypt included two regions, a southermn region and
a northern region. The southern region was called Upper Egvpt.
It was so named because it was located upriver in relation to
the Mile's flow. Lower Egypt, the northermn region, was located
downriver. The Nile sliced through the desert of Upper Egvpt.
There, it created a fertile river valley about 13 miles wide. On
either side of the Mile lay hundreds of miles of bleak desert.



As you can see on the map to the
right, the Nile rushed through rocky, hilly
land south of Egypt. At several points,
this terrain caused cataracts, or strong
rapids, to form. The first cataract, 720
miles south of the Mediterranean, marked
the southern border of Upper Egypt. Five
more cataracts lay farther south. These rap-
ids made sailing that portion of the Nile
very difficult.

In Lower Egypt, the Nile divided into
several branches that fanned out and
flowed into the Mediterranean Sea. These
branches formed a delta, a triangle-shaped
area of land made of soil deposited by
a river In ancient times, swamps and
marshes covered much of the Nile Delta.
Some two thirds of Egypt’s fertile farmland
was located in the Nile Delta.

The Floods of the Nile

Because it received so little rain, most of
Egypt was desert. Each year, however, rain-
fall far to the south of Egypt in the high-
lands of east Africa caused the Nile to flood.
The Nile floods were easier to predict than
those of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in
Mesopotamia. Almost every year, the Nile
flooded Upper Egypt in midsummer and
Lower Egypt in the fall, coating the land
around the river with a rich silt.

The silt from the Nile made the soil
ideal for farming. The silt also made the
land a dark color. That is why the Egyp-
tians called their country the black land.
They called the dry, lifeless desert beyond
the river valley the red land.

Each year, Egyptians eagerly awaited
the flooding of the Nile. For them the riv-
er’s floods were a life-giving miracle. With-
out the floods, people never could have

settled in Egypt.
LT Summarizing Why was

Egypt called the gift of the Nila?

WESTERN
DESERT ,

4

. Fartile orea

= Cotaract

= Direction of
Niu River

"N 158 Wm

GLOGRAPHY

SKILLS | INTERPRETING MAPS

1. Place What bodies of water can you see on the map?
2 Location Where are Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt located? |
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Civilization Develops
Along the Nile

Hunter-gatherer groups moved into the
Nile Valley more than 12,000 years ago.
They found plants, wild animals, and fish
there to eat. In time these people learned
how to farm, and they settled along the
Nile in small villages.

As in Mesopotamia, farmers in Egypt
developed an imrigation system. They built
basins to collect water during the yearly
floods and to store this precious resource
long afterward. They also built a series of
canals that could be used in the dry months
to direct water from the basins to the fields
where it was needed.

The Nile provided early Egyptian farm-
ers with an abundance of foed. The farmers
grew wheat, barley, fruits, and vegetables,
and raised cattle and sheep. The river also
provided many types of fish, and hunt-
ers trapped wild geese and ducks along its

Farming in Egypt

banks. Like the Mesopotamians, Egyptians
enjoyed a varied diet.

In addition to a stable food supply,
the Nile Valley offered another valuable
advantage. It had natural barriers that
made Egypt hard to invade. The desert to
the west was too big and harsh to cross.
To the north, the Mediterranean Sea kept
many enemies away. The Red Sea provided
protection against invasion as well. Cata-
racts in the Nile made it difficult for outsid-
ers to sail in from the south.

Protected from invaders, the villages of
Egypt grew. Wealthy farmers emerged as
village leaders, and strong leaders gained
control over several villages. By 3200 BC,
the wvillages had banded together and
developed into two kingdoms. One was
called Lower Egypt and the other was

called Upper Egypt.
| READING CHECK Summarizing What

attractad early settlers to the Nile Vallay?




Kings Unify Egypt

The king of Lower Egypt ruled from a town
called Pe. He wore a red cown to symbolize
his authority. Nekhen was the capital dty
of Upper Egypt. In this kingdom, the king
wore a cone-shaped white crown.

Around 3100 BC a leader named Menes
[MEE-mieez) rose to power in Upper Egypt. He
sought to finish what an earlier king, called
Scorpion, had started. He wanted to unify
Upper and Lower Egypt.

The armies of Menes invaded and took
control of Lower Egypt. Menes then united
the two kingdoms. He married a princess
from Lower Egypt to strengthen his con-
trol over the unified country. As Egypt's
tuler, Menes wore both the white crown of
Upper Egypt and the red crown of Lower
Egvpt. This symbolized his leadership over
the two kingdoms. Later, he combined the
two crowns inko a double crown.

Historians consider Menes to be Egypt's
first pharash (FEHR-oh), the title used by
the rlers of Egypt. The title pharech means
“great house.” Menes also founded Egypt's
first dymasty. A dynasty is a series of rulers
from the same family.

Menes built a new capital city at the
sputhern tip of the Nile Delta. The city
was later named Memphis. For centuries,
Memphis was the political and cultural
center of Egypt. Many government offices
were located there, and the city bustled
with artistic activity.

The First Dymasty lasted for about 200
vears. Pharachs who came after bMenes
also wore the double crown to symbolize
their rule over Upper and Lower Egypt.
They extended Egyptian territory south-
ward along the Nile and into southwest
Asia. Eventually, however, rivals appeared
to challenge the First Dynasty for power.
These challengers took over Egyvpt and
established the Second Dynasty.

LTI ® Drawing Inferences

Wy da you think Menas wanted to rule over
both kingdoms of Egypt?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Civilization
in andent Egypt began in the fertile,
protected Mile Kiver Valley. People there
formed two kingdoms that were later
united under one ruler. In the next sec-
tion, you will learn how Egypt grew and
changed under later rulers in a period
known as the Old Kingdom.

g hrve oosm
Online Quiz

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People

1. & Recall What were the two regions that made up
ancient Egypt?
b. Make Inferences Why was the Nile Dealta well suitad
for settlement?
€. Predict How might the Nile's cataracts have both
helped and hurt Egypt?

2. a. Describe What foods did the Egyptians eat?
b. Analyze What role did the Nile play in supplying Egyp-
tiams with these foods?
€. Elaborate How did the desert on both sides of the Nile
help ancient Egypt?

3. a. ldentify Who was the first pharaoh of Egypt?
b. Draw Conclusions Why did the pharachs of the First
Cymasty wear a double crown?

Critical Thinking
d. Comparing and Contrasting Uss your notes on the Nile

Riser to complete a Venn diagram like the one shown. List
the differences and similarities bebween the Nile Biver in

Egypt and the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in Mesopotamia

Section 1 Assessment

Tigas and
Euphrates

Simiantes

" Focus oN WRITING /|

5. Thinking about Geography and Early History Im this sec-

tion, you read about Egypt's geography and early history.
What could you put into your riddle about gecgraphy and
historical events that would be a due to the answer?
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What You Will Learn...

- Maim ldeas

1. bn early Egyptian society,
pheraoks ruled a3 gods and
were at the top of the zocial
EIFLEEUrE.

2 Aelgion shaped Egyptian Me.

3. The pyramids of Egypt woere
basift & toembe for the
phieranks.

o

'
R -5 in: S

Egyptian gowernment and
relgion were clozely connected

| during the Ok Kingdam.

Key Terms and People
0ld Kingdam, p 50
Khufu, g 87

niobles, g 51

afterlife, p. 42

mummies, p. 83

alite, p. 25

pyramids, o 54
engineering, 5. &4

L) B you read, take notes
on gevernment and
religion in the 0ld Kingdom. Use &
chart ke the one belsw to recond

YOUF Notes.

Govemment: Relgion

SECTION 2 “‘e OId Ki“gdom

If YOU were there...

fou are a peasant farmer in ancient Egypt To you, the pharach
i5 a god, a descendent of the sun god, Re. You depend on his
strength and wisdom. For part of the year, you are busy planting
crops in your figlds. But at other times, you work for the pharach.
fiou are currently helping to build a great tomb inwhich the
pharach and many of his belongings will be burked when he dies.

How do you feel about working for the pharach?

BUILDING BACKGROUND s in other ancient cuttures, Egyptian
society was basad on a strict order of social classes. A small group

of rayalty, noblas, and priests ruled Egypt. They dapended on the
rest of the population to supply foods, crafis, and |abor. Faw people
guestionad this arrangement of society. J

Early Egyptian Society

The First and Second Drvnasties ruled Egypt for about four cen-
turies. Around 2700 BC, the Third Dyvnasty rose to power Its
rule began the Old Kingdom, a period in Egyptian history that
lasted from about 2700 BC to 2200 BC.

Rule by Pharachs

During the (Md Kingdom, the Egyptians continued to develop
their political system. This systemn was based on the belicf that
the pharaoh was both a king and a god.

The ancient Egyptians believed that Egypt belonged to the
gods. They believed that the pharach had come to earth to man-
age Egypt for the rest of the gods. As a result, he had absolute pow-
er over all the land and people in Egypt. But the pharach’s status
as a god came with many responsibilities. People blamed him if
crops did not grow well or if disease struck. They also demanded
that the pharach make trade profitable and prevent wars.

During the Old Kingdom, the duties of the pharachs grew.
To help carry out these duties, the pharachs hired government
officials. Most officials came from the pharach’s family.



The most famous pharach of the Old
Kingdom was Khufu (K0O-foo), who ruled
in the 2500s BC. Egyptian legend says that
he was cruel, but historical records tell us
that the people who worked for him were
well fed. Khufu is best known for the mon-
uments that were built to him.

The Sodial Structure

By 2200 BC, Egypt had about 2 million
people. At the top of Egyptian society was
the pharaoh. Just below him were the
upper classes, which included priests and
key government officials. Many of these
priests and officials were nobles, or people
from rich and powerful families.

Below the nobles was a middle class of
lesser government offidals, scribes, crafts-
people, and merchants. Egypt's lower class,
about 80 percent of the population, was
made up mostly of farmers. During flood
season, when they could not work the

Egyptian Society

fields, farmers worked on the pharach's
building projects. Below farmers in the
social order were slaves and servants.

Egypt and Its Neighbors
Although well-protected by its geography,
Egypt was not isolated. Other cultures had
influenced it for centuries. For example,
Sumerian designs are found in Egyptian
art. Egyptian pottery also reflects styles
from Nubia, a region south of Egypt.
During the Old Kingdom, Egypt began
trading with its neighbors. Traders returned
from Nubia with gold, ivory, slaves, and
stone. Traders traveled to Punt, an area on
the Red Sea, to acquire incense and myrrh
(MUHR). These two items were used to
make perfume and medicine. Trade with
Syria provided Egypt with wood.

EZTIIXEEED Generalizing How was

society structured in the 0ld Kingdom?

AUMYSIS

SKILL | ANALYZING VIS

Which group helped run the government and temples?

ACADEMIC
VOCABULARY
acquire (uh-KWyij
toget
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to padge the souls
of the dead

Religion and Egyptian Life
The ancient Egyptians had strong religious
beliefs. Worshipping the gods was a part of
their everyday lives. Many Egyptian reli-
gious customs focused on what happened
after people died.

The Gods of Egypt

Like Mesopotamians, Egyptians practiced
polytheism. Before the First Dynasty, each
village worshipped its own gods. During
the Old Kingdom, however, Egyptian offi-
cials tried to give some sort of structure to
religious beliefs. Everyone was expected to
worship the same gods, though how they
worshipped the gods might differ from one
region of Egypt to another.

The Egyptians built temples to the gods
all over the kingdom. The temples collected
payments from both the government and
worshippers. These payments allowed the
temples to grow more influential.

Over time, certain cities became cen-
ters for the worship of certain gods. In

92 CHAPTER 4

The god Anubis weighed each
dead person'’s heart against
the feather of truth. If they
warghed the same amount, the
person was allowed Into the
underworid

Memphis, for example, people prayed to
Ptah, the creator of the world.

The Egyptians had gods for nearly
everything, incduding the sun, the sky, and
the earth. Many gods mixed human and
animal forms. For example, Anubis, the
god of the dead, had a human body but a
jackal’s head. Other major gods included

* Re, or Amon-Re, the sun god

* QOsiris, the god of the underworld

e [sis, the goddess of magic, and

* Horus, a sky god, god of the pharaohs

Emphasis on the Afterlife

Much of Egyptian religion focused on the
afterlife, or life after death. The Egyptians
believed that the afterlife was a happy
place. Paintings from Egyptian tombs show
the afterlife as an ideal world where all the
people are young and healthy.

The Egyptian belief in the afterlife
stemmed from their idea of ka (KAH), or a
person's life force. When a person died, his
or her ka left the body and became a spirit.
The ka, however, remained linked to the



According to Egyptian beliefs, how did
gods participate in the afterlife?

body and could not leave its bunal site.
The ka had all the same needs that the per-
son had when he or she was living.

To fulfill the ka’s needs, people filled
tombs with objects for the afterlife. These
objects included furniture, clothing, tools,
jewelry, and weapons. Relatives of the dead
were expected to bring food and beverages
to their loved ones’ tombs so the ka would
not be hungry or thirsty.

Burial Practices
Egyptian ideas about the afterlife shaped
their burial practices. Egyptians believed
that a body had to be prepared for the
afterlife before it could be buried. This
meant the body had to be preserved. If the
body decayed, its spirit could not recog-
nize it. That would break the link between
the body and spirit. The ka would then
be unable to receive the food and drink it
needed to have a good afterlife.

To keep the ka from suffering, the
Egyptians developed a method called

embalming. Embalming allowed bodies
to be preserved for many, many years as
mummies, specially treated bodies wrapped
in cloth. A body that was not embalmed
would decay quickly.

Embalming was a complex process
that took several weeks. When finished,
embalmers wrapped the body with linen
cloths and bandages. The mummy was
then placed in a coffin. Relatives often
wrote magic spells inside the coffin to help
the mummy receive food and drink.

Only royalty and other members of
Egypt's elite (AY-leet), or people of wealth
and power, could afford to have mummies
made. Peasant families buried their dead
in shallow graves at the edge of the des-
ert. The hot dry sand and lack of moisture
preserved the bodies naturally.

EZTITTTT® Analyzing How did reli-
gous beliefs affect Egyptian burial practices?

ACADEMIC
VOCABULARY
methed

2 way of doing
something
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The Pyramids

Egyptians believed that bunal sites, espe-
cially royal tombs, were very important. As
a result, they built spectacular monuments
in which to bury their rulers. The most
spectacular of all were the pyramids, huge
stone tombs with four triangle-shaped
walls that met in a point on top.

The Egyptians began to build pyra-
mids during the Old Kingdom. Some of
the largest pyramids ever constructed were
built during this time. Many of these huge

A statue called a
sphinx was carved

out of rock and left to

guard Khafre's tomb

//

structures are still standing. The largest is
the Great Pyramid of Khufu near the town
of Giza. It covers more than 13 acres at its
base and stands 481 feet high. This single
pyramid took more than 2 million lime-
stone blocks to build. Historians are still
not sure exactly how Egyptians built the
pyramids. They are, however, amazing feats
of engineering, the application of scientific
knowledge for practical purposes.

Burnial in a pyramid demonstrated a pha-
raoh's importance. The size was a symbol

Glant amps made
of rubble were piled
around the pyramid
50 warkers could
reach the top

Huge blocks of limestone
were out with copper
tools and taken by boat
10 the building s4e.




shape, pointing to the skies, symbolized
the pharaoh’s journey to the afterlife. The
Egyptians wanted the pyramids to be spec-
tacular because they believed that the pha-
rach, as their link to the gods, controlled
everyone's afterlife. Making the pharaoh’s
spirit happy was a way of ensuring a happy
afterlife for every Egyptian.

Identifying Points of View
Why were pyramids so important to the people
of ancient Egypt?

of the pharach's greatness. The pyramid's r

SN W SKILL | Anauvzive visuaLs g —
7| How did workers get their stome blocks |
. 1o the pyramids?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW During the
Old Kingdom, new political and sodial
orders were created in Egypt, and many
of the pyramids were built. In Section 3,
you will learn about life in later periods,
the Middle and New Kingdoms.

Section 2 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People

1. a. Recall To what does the term Old Kingdom refer?

b. Analyze Why was the pharaoh's authority never
questioned?
c. Elaborate How did trade benefit the Egyptians?

2. a. Describe What did Egyptians mean by the afterlife?
b. Analyze Why was embalming important to the
Egyptians?

3. a. Identify What is engineering?

b. Elaborate What does the building of the pyramids tell
us about Egyptian sodiety?

Critical Thinking

4. Generalizing Using your notes,
complete this graphic organizer
with three statements about the ;
relationship between government | 3
and religion in the Old Kingdom.

[ Focus oN WRING /'

5. Noting Characteristics of the Old Kingdom
The Old Kingdom developed spedial characteristics
related to religion and social structure. Write down
any of those characteristics you might want to incdlude
in your riddle.

Govesnement and Rebgon
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